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The role of Museums in Preserving
Cultural Identity in the Sudan
Dr. Ahmed Hussein®
Abstract:

Museums aimed at exploring in-depth how museums can
help preserve national and cultural identity at the Sudan
Museums. The Role of Museums and Cultural Institutions in
Strengthening Identity, was inaugurated by which aimed to
stimulate meaningful dialogue about how museums can preserve
and disseminate information about culture in a world that has
seen extraordinary changes politically, economically and socially
— largely as a result of globalisation. In Africa today, countries
realise the important role museums play in dispersing knowledge
about cultural heritage and its potential to promote cultural
diversity and to heal ethnic divisions. Since museums have a
formulative as well as a reflective role in social relations, they
have a major role to play a major part in shaping the future
political and cultural landscape of the new Africa.So, this paper
addresses the museums in the Sudan, their current situation as
well as their development.

Museums are institutions of conservation, restoration,
research, display and education. As such, Museums of the Sudan
are an interesting topic and deserve extensive investigation,
despite data being very limited. This research aims to address in
shedding some light on Sudanese museums with a focus on
archaeological, ethnographic and natural history collections,
showing that the museums can act as cultural tools, both to
reinforce our national unity and to promote understanding and
awareness of Sudan's ancient cultures in the Sudan and abroad,
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and to promote links with parallel international institutions, such
as other museums in Africa and beyond. The main objectives of
the study are to draw attention to Sudanese museums and their
important role in education, social studies, society, research, etc.,
and to put forward suggestions for developing the museums in
Sudan from the current situation and challenges.

Key words:
Museums; Cultural Identity; Sudan



